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Application for an equalization payment, a contribution by the husband to tax arrears and support
payments. The wife claimed spousal support in order to assist her to become more self-sufficient.
The wife's income was $2,050 per month. Upon separation, the husband had been fired from his job
with his father-in-law's drywall company and had thereafter started his own company. The wife also
worked for the drywall company, as a part-time bookkeeper.

HELD: No spousal support was awarded. The husband had suffered more financially from the
breakdown of the marriage than the wife. The wife had already claimed the tax arrears as a debt on
her financial statement, thereby reducing her liability for the equalization payment and it would
have been unfair to require the husband to contribute to the arrears. Custody of the daughter was
with the wife, with liberal access to the husband. Child support of $900 per month was ordered, ret-
roactive to March 1996 until December 1, 1996, when payments of $650 per month would begin.
The husband was to pay the support arrears of $7,200. The wife paid $40,000 to the hugband as
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equalization payment. The husband was ordered to pay $10,000 into court as security for payment
of the child support order.

Statutes, Regulations and Rules Cited:

Divorce Act, s. 15(5), 153(5)(@), 15(5)(b), 15(5)(c), 15(7), 15(7)(a), 15(7(b), 15(7)(c), 15(7)(d),
Family Law Act, 5. 24(1)(e).

Counsel:

A. Camporese, for the applicant.
J. Turingia, for the respondent.

1 STEINBERG J. (orally):-- First of all, I wish to compliment counsel on their efforts to keep
this case short, to the point and on the issues. This action, having regard to the way in which the re-
spondent was dismissed from Biasutti Drywall Services 1983 Limited, had the potential to be quite
emotional and upsetting. The way each of you presented the evidence, and your efforts to settle the
equalization payment has been quite beneficial I think, not only to the court, but also to each of your

clients.

2 As you know, I pronounced a decree of divorce on September 4th, 1996. The parties had been
separated since October 1994 when the applicant requested the respondent to leave the matrimonial

home, which he did.

3 It is agreed that the oldest child, Joseph, born September 7th, 1979, 18 old enough and mature
enough to decide with whom he wishes to live. In my judicial interview with him, with counsel pre-
sent, all of which was recorded, he made it plain that he wishes to share time equally with each of
.. his parents. It appears that up to now, or at least in the past year, Joseph has spent the majority of
his time with his father since separation.

4 Ttis conceded that the child, Teresa, born May 10th, 1983, should be in the custody of her
mother. The respondent is quite content that an order shall issue, providing that he has reasonable
access to her, In that regard, I expect the present liberal access arrangements to continue.

5  On consent it will be ordered that the applicant pay to the respondent the sum of $40,000.00 by
way of an equalization payment, equalizing their net family properties. It is conceded that the said
sum of $40,000.00, or such lesser sum as may be payable to the respondent by way of set-offs, shall
be paid forthwith, Mr. Camporese has sufficient funds in his trust account to cover any order that

may be made in that regard.

6 The applicant has made a claim under section 24(1)(e) of the Family Law Act that the respon-
dent should be ordered to reimburse her for part of the outstanding realty taxes on the house as of its
sale. She argued that notwithstanding that she was the owner of the home, he had contributed to the
tees while they had cohabited.

7 Mr. Turingia has made the point that as of the date of separation, that is the valuation date, the
outstanding taxes were $12,900.00, and that she claimed them as a debt in her net family property
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statement. It would, in the circumstances he argued, be unfair to rehire him to make a contribution
to those arrears, and I agree. By having claimed those arrears as a debt, as she was entitled to do,
she reduced her liability in property equalization to the respondent by approximately one-half of the
arrears. To make him further contribute to the arrears as of separation would result in him absorbing
a disproportionate amount of those tax arrears.

8  With regard to the balance of arrears, that is those accruing after separation, they amount to
$9,648.00. I agree with Mr. Turingia that some of the arrears accrued as a result of the applicant un-
duly delaying listing the house, and when she did list the house it was for an amount greatly exceed-
ing the value of the property. The respondent should not be required to subsidize that activity which
delayed the sale of the properties. I accept that. In any event, I believe that any potential coniribu-
tion to those arrears, if appropriate, could be best dealt with in a support context.

9  The applicant claims spousal support. Mr, Camporese has conceded, in his argument, that sup-
port for Mrs, Tortola if ordered ought not to be permanent or indefinite, but rather of a nature to as-

sist her to become more self-sufficient,

10 Section 15(5) of the Divorce Act with regard to the ordering of spousal and child support pro-
vides,

"In making an order under this section, the court shall take into consideration the
condition, means, needs and other circumstances of each spouse and of any child
of the marriage for whom support is sought, including

(a) the length of time the spouse cohabited;

(b) the functions performed by the spouse during cohabitation; and

(¢) any order, agreement or arrangement relating to support of the
spouse or child."

Subsection (7) also states,
"An order made under this section tllat.ﬁ'r.c'ﬁ'/i&égfo; thesupportof a spouse -
should

(a) recognize an economic advantages or disadvantages to the spouses
arising from the marriage or its breakdown;

(b)  apportion between the spouses any financial consequences arising
from the care of any child of the marriage over and above the obliga-
tion apportioned between the spouses pursuant to subsection (8);

(c) relieve any economic hardship of the spouses arising from the
breakdown of the marriage; and

(d)  in so far as practicable, promote the economic self-sufficiency of
each spouse within a reasonable period of time."

Now, at the present time Mrs. Tortola receives an income, approximately $2,050.00 a month. This
includes the sum of $1,600.00 a month she declared in her financial statement, approximately
$200.00 a month in child tax credits, and $250.00 a month she receives from her gentleman friend
for whom she works part-time in his delicatessen cafe. She also has the benefit of a car and all ex-
penses of maintaining and operating it paid for by her father's new company in which she isa
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shareholder, Based upon her proposed expense budget she appears to be running a deficit of about
$675.00 a month.

11 Inreviewing the policy considerations under section 15(7) of the Divorce Act, it should be
noted that Mrs. Tortola has had the same job for many years and is quite content with it. She keeps
the books of her father and brother's drywall company. For many years she has worked only two or
three hours a day at the job, with the exception of Thursdays when she works all day preparing the
payroll, Since separation she has not sought other additional work, save working a few hours a day
at the delicatessen cafe for minimum wage. She has sought out no retraining or skills upgrading,
even though she has been separated for over two years.

12 1am not being critical of Mrs, Tortola. She appears extremely content with her economic lot
in life, and in fact, with adequate child support she will be self-sufficient.

13 The breakdown of the marriage caused hardship no doubt for both spouses, but I think on bal-
ance the husband, Mr. Tortola, incurred a more immediate negative loss, that is to say his job, It has
taken him some time to organize and learn to operate his own drywall company. Recent mistakes in
bidding have cost him substantially. I cannot find that the applicant, having assumed the primary
care of her children during the marriage, suffered any extraordinary financial consequence as a re-
sult. Her work or career ambitions were not thwarted in any way by her duties to her children,
which I am sure she carried out in an exemplary way.

14  For these reasons, notwithstanding the length of the marriage, I cannot find that henceforth the
respondent should pay any further spousal support to the applicant.

15 It should be noted that on July 18th, 1995 Justice Mendes da Costa made an interim order
against the respondent requiring him to pay support to the applicant and the children in the sum of
$900.00 a month "without prejudice to argue the retroactivity of the support order.”

16 The respondent concedes that he drew $3,000.00 a month from his company from March of
1995 to the end of December 1995. He also cannot account for most of the proceeds of the disposi-

_tion of some R.R.S.P.'s during that period. It is common ground that the respondent only made two

payments of $900.00 after the order was made.
17 Inmy view, Justice Mendes da Costa's order should be made retroactive to March 1996.

18 I accept the respondent's evidence that because of his mistakes his company has earned no
money thus far in 1996, but in three months or so he will begin to turn a profit after he has recov-
ered from those errors.

19  The interim order of Justice Mendes da Costa will be terminated as of January 1st, 1996. In
the result, the respondent owes the applicant on that order the sum of $7,200.00.

20 Commencing December 1st the respondent shall pay child support for Teresa in the sum of
$650.00 a month. This order reflects the fact that each party will be absorbing expenses for Joseph,
and the fact that Teresa has extraordinary figure skating expenses, most of which are assumed by
the applicant.

21 Iam concerned about the ability of the applicant to collect on the child support order. The re-

spondent was unable to satisfactorily account for the disposition of his R.R.S.P. monies, and con-
cedes that he has at least a modest penchant for gambling on football games. He admits to placing
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two or $300.00 in bets per month, notwithstanding his impoverished circumstances. 1 therefore wish
to secure the payment of the child support to the extent of $10,000.00.

22 1 therefore make the following orders:

)
2)
()

(4)
)

©)
qp/s/mii/mjb/DRS/DRS

Custody of Teresa shall be with the applicant with liberal access to the re-
spondent.

The applicant shall pay to the respondent forthwith the sum of $40,000.00
in full and final satisfaction of the equalization of the net family properties.
The respondent shall pay to the applicant forthwith the sum of $7,200.00,
being arrears outstanding on the order of Justice Mendes da Costa dated
July 18th, 1995.

The respondent shall maintain the ¢hild Teresa in the sum of $650.00 a
month, first payment December 1st, 1996.

The respondent shall pay into court to the credit of this action the sum of
$10,000.00 as security for the payment of the child support order made
against him.

The usual support deduction order will issue.



